International Economics and Policy: ECON 3403

Fall 2022
Instructor: Dongkyu Yang Office: ECON 309B
Email: Dongkyu.Yang@colorado.edu Office Hours: MW 1:30-2:30 PM & by appt
Class time: MWF 12:20-1:10 PM Classroom: HLMS 199
TA: Natalie Ho Office: ECON 414
Email: Natalie. Ho@colorado.edu Office Hours: MF 10-11:30 AM & by appt

Course Page: https://canvas.colorado.edu/
Textbooks (NOT Required): International Economics (9th edition) by Steven Husted and Michael Melvin.

Course Description and Objectives: This course covers economic concepts relating to the international
economy and important developments in the global economy. The economic theory emphasized in the class
will give the student a better understanding of the foundations for international trade. Understanding this
material will allow students to relate the importance of trade to political and cultural relations. In this course,
we undertake an in-depth study of the theories, policies, and institutions of international trade and finance.
We have three basic objectives.

e The first is to build an analytical framework within which we can develop a logical approach to
investigating international economics. The idea is for us to “think like economists,” an approach that
gives students both a sound basis for understanding the complexities of international commerce and the
objectivity needed for assessing various policy proposals. An emphasis will be made on the assumptions
underlying common trade models, and you will be expected to think critically about these assumptions
and the models overall.

e The second goal is to gain a fuller appreciation of the complicated economic interrelationships that link
nations and peoples. For example, why might the economies of the European Union and Japan continue
to stagnate? These are complex issues without easy answers, but the goal is to establish a coherent,
consistent, and realistic framewaork for thinking about them.

< The final objective is to apply the economics of trade to the world surrounding us. For example, it is not
enough just to know how trade barriers work. We should investigate also why such policies exist and
how costly or beneficial they are.
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COURSE POLICIES.

General:

e Four absences will be dropped at the end of the semester. This is meant to cover excused absences. If
you have more than four excused absences, please bring me the documentation for each of the absences
you would like excused at the end of the semester. For example, if you have five excused absences and
would like all five dropped, you must bring me documentation that covers all five.

= If you use a computer for notes and sit in the back row to avoid distracting your classmates. No mobile
devices are allowed during class periods.

» Please allow 24 hours for me to respond to your emails or 48 hours if it is on the weekend.

Grades:

« Distribution:

Grade Item Percentage
Attendance 10
Problem Sets 20
Midterm 1 (Sept 23) 20
Midterm 2 (Oct 28) 20
Final (Dec 10) 30

< Reporting: Grades will be uploaded into Canvas as assignments are graded.

< Curving: Midterms may be curved individually, and a curve may be applied to the overall course grade to
conform to departmental standards.

e Letter Grade Cutoffs: Let your grade be “x”".

« Adjustment: You will be responsible for monitoring your own grades. If you are worried about your grade,
come to me early to make a plan for your success. | will automatically increase final course grades that
are 0.5% below any grade cutoff after any final grading curve has been applied. After these steps are
taken, no further increases to grades will occur. Individual requests for bumps or extra credit
assignments will be denied.
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UNIVERSITY POLICIES.

Students with Disabilities If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to your
professor a letter from Disability Services in a timely manner (for exam accommodations provide your letter
at least one week prior to the exam) so that your needs can be addressed. Disability Services determines
accommodations based on documented disabilities. Contact Disability Services at 303-492-8671 or by e-mail
at dsinfo@colorado.edu. If you have a temporary medical condition or injury, see Temporary Injuries
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