Chinese Economic History in Comparative Perspective
Economics 4534
MWF Econ 117
11:00-11:50 a.m.

The 21 century will be one dominated by the transformation and growth of /Kyl S02y2Y2. How can
we understand the rise of China as a major power? This course surveys the economic history of China
between 1550 and 1949 in a comparative perspective, focusing on the major ideas and debates about
Chinese development in the field of world economic history. As modern growth first occurred with the
British Industrial Revolution, we will study whether and how models based on the European experience
of growth can be usefully used to explain development patterns in China. We will also seek to
understand the dimensions in which China has developed along different historical paths from the
Western model. Topics of focus include comparisons of household systems, kinship and lineage
organization, commerce and trade in pre-modern China, and the opening of China to foreign trade after
the Opium Wars.

Professor: Carol H. Shiue
Office: Economics 206B
Office Hours:  Fri. noon -3 p.m.
Phone: 303-492-5169

Email: shiue@colorado.edu


mailto:shiue@colorado.edu

Course Requirements and Evaluation

Classes will be a combination of lecture and discussion. The following will be used in determining a
course grade.

Midterm 25%

Student presentation 20%

Data analysis report 20%

Final 30%
Exam


http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html
http://www.colorado.edu/odh
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html

Topic Outline and Reading List

Please note: Readings are subject to change, depending on the speed at which we will progress through the
semester. The reading list is intentionally long. It is as much a topic outline as a springboard for interested
students to continue further learning on China even after the semester is over. To do well on the exams,
target your readings to each topic, reading to achieve depth of understanding in a number of topics.

Readings with a * will be placed on D2L. All other readings are either from the required text Family, Field, and
Ancestors! 21 01y'6S R2&yt2I-RSR 68 1-005adty3 / * & StSOlRyI0 e2dziiy1-ta0

Part I: Overview
1— Global Trends in Economic History
What is economic growth? How should we think about pre-modern growth? What can China teach us
about “Why are some nations so rich and others so poor”? What is the Great Divergence? When did
Western Europe forge ahead of other countries of the world? What does human development indices
reveal about China’s level of development in the recent past?

*Robert C. Allen, Glo



Review, Sept 1982.
Avner Greif and Guido Tabellini, a/dzldzil- 1-yR Ly&lidzii2y1£ . wzi0l-ii2yl Z/Kiy1- and Europe
Compared,é


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0014498309000503
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0014498309000503

{S0ii2y1£ 1y1-eaia 27 (KS 971S00a 27 v=SoSIt-ya {il-iS {iNd0lidiSa 2y 902y2 Y10 DIi2&iKIE American
Sociological Review, 64, 1999.

8—Commerce and Market Efficiency
What is the significance of commerce? How can we understand efficiency from a theoretical and
empirical point of view? What would a comparison here indicate? What types of Chinese institutions

were responsible for supporting trade?

Family, Field, and Ancestors, Ch. 6, 4/2Y Y SI0S ly iKS [1-4S LY LISIiI £SiI2Ré)
Thomas A. Metzger, a¢KS {{I-iS IyR /72Y Y SI0S ty LY LISUN-E /Kiy1-t¢






