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Editor’s Note:  In this essay, Bobby Seale quotes a poem by Ronald Stone that incorporates 
offensive language. The journal editors have starred out the language, without changing the 
source or the author’s meaning, based on our sensitivity to the Honors Journal readership.  
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From San Diego up to Maine, 
in every mine and mill, 
Where workers strike and organize 
it’s there you’ll find Joe Hill, 
it’s there you’ll find Joe Hill! 

This poem, like “Light Upon Waldheim” is animated by a reverence for the past and a struggle 
for the future. It is not enough for Hayes that Joe Hill remains alive in the memories of the living, 
he remains alive only in the struggle of the workers. It was not enough for Hill himself either; 
before his death he sent a telegram which is often paraphrased, “Don’t Mourn, Organize” 
(Callahan). The long memory is only realized when it is manifested as praxis. 

The poetics of the long memory is not exclusive to the labor movement. In “Easter, 
1916” Yeats pays similar homage to the executed leaders of the Easter Rising of 1916. Yeats 
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in our bones. We have to feel our ancestors in us who fought for those before, and we have to 
know we’re being charg
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